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runs thus : ' If my mother does not give me fritters, I shall
set fire to her petticoats.' " 1 In Savoy too " the Calavrais"
the old fires of joy, are still lit by the children on the night
of Easter Sunday. As they dance round, they brandish
torches and sing, and then they all throw their torches into
the fire.2

In some districts of the Caucasus the Mountain Jews
celebrate the beginning of spring as follows : Thus in the
district of Kuba all the girls assemble and go out into the
wood. Here they seek to forecast the future in all sorts of
ways, and weave crowns of snowdrops, violets, and other
flowers. Then they collect a quantity of brushwood and
drag it with songs to the town, helped by the young men, who
come at evening to the wood. In the evening the brushwood
is piled up and kindled, and the young men leap through the
fire. The same thing is done on the night before the Russian
Easter. For the Jews believe that Jesus Christ hovers over
the earth, threatening them with misery and misfortune. So
they kindle the fires to keep him from their dwellings. That
is why on that night in all the villages you may see bonfires
flaring. The Jews settled in towns do not observe this last
custom..8

Elsewhere I have referred to the custom of bathing in dew
on the morning of St. John's Day (Midsummer).4 At Fenes-
tralle in Piedmont " on the 24th June, St. John the Baptist's
Day, the women hang out their linen and all their clothes on
the balconies or else spread them out in the fields, for they
believe that the dew on that day will preserve them from
moths all the year. Many people wash their eyes with dew
that morning, as the effect, they say, is beneficial." 5

In Mingrelia, on the evening of the day when the ortho-
dox cult celebrates the Assumption (August 1 5), the people,
throughout the country, light great fires near the churches on
public places, through which everyone, great and small, leaps.
They believe that in this way they frighten the devils, of which
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